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Common Filing Errors and How To Avoid Them 





April 15 is two short months away. Relax. There's still time to do your return, but make sure you do it correctly. Sometimes errors occur that can delay the processing of your return and in getting your refund if you're due one. Following are some of the most common filing mistakes. Although this list is far from exhaustive, it's a good reminder of things to check before sending in your tax return. 





Incorrect math. This one's self-explanatory but it's also the most common error. Make sure you check and double-check your math. You could have a rude surprise if you're expecting a refund, but end up owing the IRS! 





No Social Security Number. Write your SSN on each page of your tax return, all applicable schedules, and on your check — if you owe the IRS. If a page of your return is lost, if your SSN is on the page, the page can be re-matched with the rest of your return. Not only should you make sure your SSN is on the return, but also ensure that you haven't transposed any of the digits. If applicable, make sure to write the SSN of your spouse and any dependents on your tax return. 





No W-2. Attach your W-2 (Copy B) where indicated on your federal return. Also attach Form 1099-R if there was federal tax withheld. 





No signature. As with most documents, your signature indicates that you are authorizing a transaction. If there's no signature, your return will be sent back to you causing further delays. Also add the date and enter your occupation when signing the return. 





Incorrect deductions. If you itemize your return, the itemized deduction may be greater than the standard deduction or vice versa. For more money in your pocket, take the larger of the two deductions. Don't forget: you may take only one deduction. 





"There are many tax law changes that can confuse the average taxpayer," says Larry Martin, EA, president of the Arizona Society of Enrolled Agents. "But the common mistakes can slow down your refund more than anything else."





Call the Arizona Society of Enrolled Agents' toll-free referral line at 1-866-298-2977 or log onto www.aztaxpros.org to find a qualified Enrolled Agent in your area who can assist you with tax planning, preparing tax returns, or resolving a problem with the IRS.
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